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WKU preps for triple-option threat
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

WKU has had today’s game
against Navy circled on its calendar for a long time.
Navy holds a 2-0 mark over
WKU in the teams’ series, including a 40-14 route of the Toppers in the pouring rain in 2011.
Outside of Tennessee, Navy may
be the team that provides WKU
with the biggest non-conference
test of the year — especially to
the Topper defense.
The Midshipmen come to
Smith Stadium today for a 1
p.m. kickoff with the best rushing attack in the nation, ranking No. 1 in the NCAA with
nearly 400 yards rushing per
game. The Topper defense has
struggled to defend the run so
far this season, ranking No. 95
in the country by allowing 195.5
yards per game.
Doing what they’re coached
to do in this option is something
the team has worked on in several occasions since the spring.
Navy isn’t the only team with a
triple-option threat on the Toppers’ schedule, as WKU travels
to Army, which runs a similar offense, in November.
Coach Bobby Petrino said the
team took 15-minute periods
in nearly every spring practice
to get experience in defending
the option and has continued to
work on it this fall.
“It’s tough,” Petrino said. “It’s
a unique offense the way the line
blocks and the way the cut block
and everything about it is something you don’t practice all the
time. It’ll be a challenge for us,
but I think our guys are excited
about it. They understand how
good they are at doing it.”
WKU must understand how
good Navy is with the run. When
the two teams met last in 2011,
the Midshipmen ran all over

Sophomore defensive lineman Bryan Shorter, left, and DeVante Thomas, right, tackle Morgan State's Nate Ingram during their game at WKU on
Saturday, Sept. 21. WKU won 58-17. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD
Feix Field for 410 yards on the
ground.
The defense will have its
hands full with a quarterback
who has been good on the air
and with the option keeper in
Navy’s Keenan Reynolds.
Reynolds leads the Midshipmen in rushing with 236 yards on
47 carries. His play as a passer has
produced 304 yards on a 12-for17 passing resume on the season.
Reading the defensive ends is
the primary objective when op-

erating out of the option. Defensive ends coach L.D. Scott said
preparation requires precision
and focus.
“There’s so many different
elements to an option offense
– dive, pitch, quarterback,”
Scott said Wednesday. “We just
have to have our eyes in the
right place and make sure everybody gets the call and gets
lined up.
“(Defensive ends) have to
know when we have dive and

know when we have pitch and
know when we have quarterback. Every play we have to know
which one of those three options
we have.”
The Toppers stand to benefit
from a win in a big way.
A loss would put WKU at 2-3
and the Midshipmen at 3-0 for
the first time since 2006. Petrino’s key for success is to get the
Navy offense uncomfortable
early in the drives and back the
Midshipmen up behind the

sticks early, he said.
“The number one thing we
have to do is be real successful
on first-and-10,” Petrino said. “If
they’re making six, seven, eight
yards on first-and-10 then we’re
going to struggle. So we have to
do a good job on first-and-10
and get them behind the sticks
a little bit. You would like to see
the game play out where we get
some early stops and we go score
some points and put some pressure on them.”
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Open starting jobs make for more competition in practice
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
Coach Bobby Petrino and his staff have
made it clear to the team — every WKU
starting job is open for anyone to earn.
That added pressure has made players
step up in practice to defend their spot on
the depth chart, according to junior tight
end Mitchell Henry.
The stronger performances in practice
have led to a harder-hitting team on game
day, he said.
“Practice has definitely been a lot more
up-tempo — a lot faster, a lot more effort,
a lot more guys flying around, and that’s
translating to the game,” Henry said Tuesday. “Going out there to the game, you see
a lot more people flying around and just
having fun.”
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The changes started when the Toppers
traveled to South Alabama for the third
game of the season. Following up on a 5220 loss to Tennessee that featured seven
turnovers, the coaching staff made a few
adjustments to the starting lineup heading into the third game of season — seven
new players were inserted into the lineup
before the Toppers kicked off.
More changes came last week against
Morgan State. Two players, senior linebacker Chuck Franks and senior safety
Arius Wright, started for the first time this
year on defense while two new offensive
linemen, freshman Forrest Lamp and junior Cam Clemmons, joined the lineup as
well.
“We don’t have an extreme amount of
depth right now,” offensive coordinator
Jeff Brohm said about the offensive line.

30

40

“We’re trying to develop depth. There
were a few different guys playing in there
in different spots, and I think that’s gonna
help us in the long run, but we’ve got to
continue to get those guys better every
day.”
No one is safe — the coaching staff
pulled senior linebacker Andrew Jackson, widely considered one of the top
linebackers in the country, off the bench
against South Alabama and benched
incumbent starting quarterback junior
Brandon Doughty for the first half when
WKU played Morgan State.
Brohm said the changes to the lineup
could continue until WKU can properly
assess its depth and assemble the best
group of starters on the team.
“This is a competitive conference,” he
said Tuesday. “There’s certain positions

50
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30

that we’re not dominant at right now, and
we’ve got to make sure we’re developing all
the guys at all their spots and developing
the depth at the position and using those
guys to help each other get better. They’re
working extremely hard right now.”
Opening up the starting lineup should
inspire guys to step up in practice and improve as the start of WKU’s Sun Belt Conference schedule approaches.
“We’re trying to do everything we can to
get better, to push our guys to work hard,
to battle, to have great effort, to find ways
to win and realize how close the game is
normally going to be in the end between
winning and losing,” Brohm said. “We’ve
got to just continue to fight, continue to
battle. Our guys, I think, have a good attitude, and I think they’re willing to do
whatever it takes.”

20
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Before the game, or after the game...

IT’S IN

THE

Or order online
at fiveguys.com,
or on our mobile
app!

Bowling Green:
270-904-4599 • 1689 Campbell Lane (across from Walmart)
Nashville:
615-320-3678 • 2018 West End Ave. (directly across from Vanderbilt)
615-463-0022 • 4017 Hillsboro Pike (across from Whole Foods)
615-309-5004 • 330 Franklin Road (Brentwood Place across from Kroger)
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Stay low,
keep moving

forward
Rashaan Allen’s unique
journey to WKU
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
There are a few fundamental techniques a football player
learns from the start of his career at an early age. In football,
there is a universal technique
that, unless faced with outmatched size, usually wins
you that extra yard — stay low,
and keep moving forward. The
phrase is good for football, as
well as in life.
Walk-on freshman Rashaan
Allen has spent the past five
years traveling the country
fighting for that extra yard.
It’s quick to generalize that
most athletes have aspirations
about playing their sport one
day in college and, hopefully,
professionally. College — and
athletics, for that matter —
was one of the last things on
Allen’s mind five years ago.

As the son of a single
mother in the military, Allen
doesn’t have a place to call a
hometown where he learned
the values he holds today. He
can only point to his struggles
through life that have shaped
his character.
Sports were one of the only
things that held him together
in life, and he had plenty to
choose from. Football, basketball, baseball, soccer, tennis,
golf, swimming and wrestling
were lifeguards to Allen in
high school.
Growing up as an only child
to a single military parent
made Allen realize that his life
would always be different.
“We were always moving
around and when she would
deploy, I had to live with different relatives, so that was
always a hard thing, especially
SEE ALLEN PAGE 5

After being displaced from his home in Louisiana due to Hurricane
Katrina, freshman tight end Rashaan Allen spent his high school
career in Fort Knox where he lettered in eight varsity sports. Allen recently visited the White House for winning Military Youth of the Year.
IAN MAULE/HERALD
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ALLEN

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
when she deployed the last time and I had
to go live with my grandmother,” Allen said.
“She was sick and I had to help take care
of her. That wasn’t always easy, but I really
think that shaped me into the person I am
today by overcoming adversity and being
accustomed to new things and change."
That final deployment for his mother,
Sgt. 1st class Crystal Singer, sent Allen
back to his birthplace in Greenville, Ala.
That deployment came in Allen’s freshman year of high school while he lived in
Fort Knox — he had only lived there for a
year.
Allen not only had to take care of himself growing up, but his family. He served
as a caretaker of his grandmother, who
was recovering from cancer, in Alabama.
Once she recovered, Allen moved to his
aunt and uncle’s house and took care of
his four younger cousins.
He was the backbone to his family
while his aunt and uncle were at work —
Allen said he was responsible for making sure his cousins got off to school in
the morning, fed them when they came
home and helped them with their homework when their parents were on the job.
Bouncing around took a toll on Allen. He attended eight different middle
schools and struggled to fit in during his
short time wherever he was.
“I tried to be with the in crowd doing
things I knew I wasn’t supposed to be doing like getting in trouble in school and
getting bad grades,” Allen said. “At that
point in my life I thought it was cool and I
was fitting in. When I started moving up, I
realized I couldn’t be doing that.”
The struggles date back even further
into Allen’s life. Of the many places he
grew up, Algiers Parish, La., will be a place
he never forgets. It’s the place he once lost
everything at the hands of Hurricane Katrina.
“The military didn’t think the hurricane was going to come to Louisiana and
it took a last-minute turn,” Allen said. “We
had to end up leaving at a split second so
we couldn’t take that much stuff.
“We lost our house — we lost everything we had in there.”
Allen and his mother were separated
from everything. They stayed in Alabama

for almost a year until they could move
back to Belle Chasse, La., where Singer
worked in Recruiting Command in Metairie, La. The pair moved to Fort Knox a few
years later.
It wasn’t long after that Allen and his
mother’s life would take another turn, this
time for the better.
He even remembers the date he came
to the Devers Youth Center in Fort Knox.
On Feb. 19, 2009, his birthday, Singer
brought her son to the youth center because he needed help. He needed a male
role model in his life that had been absent
for the previous 13 years.
That is when Dwight Coble, supervisor of the Devers Youth Center, stepped in
and changed Allen’s life.
“He had a rough couple of first weeks
at Fort Knox and his mom brought him in
looking for some male role models,” Coble
said. “She wanted someone that he could
look up to and emulate and hopefully
help him get on the right track. Through
the youth center, he improved his grades
and turned around his demeanor.”
The Devers Youth Center and the Boys
and Girls Club are the reason Allen is
where he is today, he said.
During his freshman year in high
school, Allen’s grade point average was
1.5. When he graduated from Fort Knox
High School in May, he had worked up to
a 3.5 GPA.
Coble said sports played the largest
part in Allen becoming the leader that he
always had the potential to be.
The leadership cue was there in sports
— Allen captained in six of the eight sports
he played and was also the president of
his senior class and governor at Kentucky
Boys State.
“We saw that he had potential in leadership and so we sent him to the 4-H Conference in Lexington his freshman year,”
Coble said. “From that next year, we saw
that he had leadership there and we sent
him to the youth leadership forum where
they come together to talk about teen issues that affect the army and I think that
was an experience for him to realize he
had confidence in himself.”
Coble said all the good things that
have come Allen’s way are a result of his
own actions, willingness and a desire to
actually change his life, but Allen said he
credits the youth center’s guidance for his
accomplishments.

PAGE

5

Rashaan Allen, Freshman tight end

I got to meet a president, not too
many people can say they’ve done that.
It was just a great honor."
“Mr. Dwight just started showing me
the different keys and the different paths
to life,” Allen said. “Before I found the
youth center I didn’t know I was coming
to college, I didn’t know about sports, I
didn’t know about the different programs
and different organizations I could get
into.”
Allen was a forward for the Fort Knox
basketball before even giving football
a try his junior year, but once a coach
convinced him to try football, Allen was
hooked.
He developed into a stellar tight end for
the Eagles that earned a look from former
WKU coach Willie Taggart. When Taggart
took the South Florida job in December,
Coble said Allen talked about going with
him. But ultimately, he wanted to stay
close to Fort Knox, the place he now calls
home.
“He reached out to coach (Bobby)
Petrino and his staff,” Coble said. “They
saw potential in him and they let him
walk on.”
Allen’s story doesn’t end here on the
field or in the classrooms of Grise Hall,
where he plans on majoring in political science. His journey goes further into
places he never dreamed of.
Through his involvement with the Boys
and Girls Club of America, Allen earned
the organization’s first Military Youth of
the Year award. Allen receives a $20,000
scholarship and now serves as BGCA’s official youth advocate for military teens.
“It’s the highest honor a club member
can have,” Allen said. “You have to show
excellence in the classroom, you have to
show leadership in the community, as
well as your home life, as well as overcome
obstacles.”
Allen was one of six regional finalists
for the honor and made a trip not many
Americans get the opportunity to experience.
On Sept. 18, Allen and the other final-

ists met with President Barack Obama
and attended a congressional breakfast at
the White House. It was there at the breakfast when Allen was announced as the national award recipient.
“I remember walking through security and getting checked about five or six
times and getting patted down,” Allen
said. “It was a really cool feeling. We waited in the White House for about an hour
and I was getting antsy. Then (Obama)
came to the door and he said ‘Hello, Boys
and Girls Club youth of the year’ and my
face just lit up.
“I got to meet a president, not too
many people can say they’ve done that. It
was just a great honor.”
Allen said the mentorship from Coble
is the reason his life changed. Five years
ago, Coble saw a humbled teenager looking for a change. The long road has taken
Allen to places the Devers Youth Center
only dreamed he would go.
“He was a youth that was in need of
help and he actually had to have a want
to change,” Coble said. “Once he had that
want to change, we were actually able to
help mold him into the person that he is
today.”
As a member of the scout team for the
Toppers, Allen has a long way to go until
he sees the field in major playing time.
Athletes have their aspirations to excel on
and off the field, and Allen’s central focus
is to do what he’s done best during what
has been a roller-coaster five years — stay
low and keep moving forward, whether
that’s on the field or in the community in
which he wants to return a favor for a lifetime.
“I love giving back to the community,”
Allen said. “Community service is one of
my number-one things. That’s something
I really strive for and I hope I can give back
to this community like I gave back to my
old community.”
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WKU players to watch

WILLIE MCNEAL
Junior wide receiver

MITCHELL HENRY
Junior tight end

ANTHONY WALES
Freshman running back

GARRETT SCHWETTMAN
Sophomore kicker

• Leads WKU through four
games in total receptions (15)
and receiving yards (207).
• Broke out for 85 yards on
three receptions last week
against Morgan State.
• Only WKU receiver to start
all four games so far this season.

• Has 10 catches for 112
yards so far this year, with
both figures leading WKU tight
ends.
• Had his best game of the
season against Kentucky on
Aug. 31 when he pulled in
six catches for 65 yards and a
touchdown.
• Averaging 28 receiving
yards per game.

• Made his WKU debut last
week against Morgan State.
• Rushed for 65 yards and
a touchdown on 11 carries in
the fourth quarter against the
Bears.
• Could see more playing
time this week if sophomore
running back Leon Allen is
held out due to bruised ribs
again.

• Has made all 18 attempted
extra points this season.
• Has hit a perfect 3-of-3
field goal attempts this year.
• His 27 total points rank
second on the team behind
senior running back Antonio
Andrews.

Navy players to watch

KEENAN REYNOLDS
Sophomore quarterback

DARIUS STATEN
Senior running back

DEBRANDON SANDERS
Sophomore running back

GEOFFREY WHITESIDE
Junior running back

• Navy’s starting quarterback has completed 12-of-17
passes this year for 304 yards
and two touchdowns.
• Leads the team in rushing
as well with 253 rushing yards
and three touchdowns.
• Mark of 118 rushing yards
per game ranks No. 17 in the
NCAA.

• Has picked up 130 rushing
yards and a touchdown on 11
carries this year.
• Average of 65 rushing
yards per game is second-best
on the team.
• Currently averages 11.8
yards per rushing attempt.

• Has picked up 86 rushing yards on just seven attempts through Navy’s first
two games.
• Average of 12.3 yards per
carry leads the Midshipmen.
• Also has three catches on
the year for 86 yards and a
touchdown.

• Ran for 127 yards and two
touchdowns on 12 carries
through the first two games of
the year.
• Has caught three passes
for 89 yards this season.
• Average of 29.7 yards per
catch leads the team.
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GROWING PAINS
Junior Brandon Doughty. TYLER ESSARY/HERALD

Freshman Todd Porter. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Sophomore Nelson Fishback. RAE EMARY/HERALD

Redshirt freshman Damarcus Smith. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

WKU works to find a starter for the rest of the year
BY ELLIOTT PRATT
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM
The quarterback is usually generalized
as the leader of the offense. He lines up
under center and barks signals to direct
the offense according to what he reads in
an opposing defense.
After four games this season, WKU is
unsure of who is taking that leadership
role.
It was junior Brandon Doughty for the
first three games of the year, but an offense that failed to produce consistent results for a whole 60 minutes of football led
the coaches to open the door for potential
change at that leader spot.
Against Morgan State, all four quarterbacks saw time on the field for the coaches to evaluate who they believe will be the
best solution to lead the team going forward.
While the quarterback role in particular is up in the air, there are other players

on the team that can fill the head role, offensive coordinator Jeff Brohm said.
“I think we have some leaders at other
positions right now,” he said. “We have
Luis Polanco on the O-line and Cam
Clemmons, who have a lot of experience.
Sean Conway has a lot of experience. Antonio Andrews at the running back position. And you got some tight ends, Mitchell Henry, that have experience.”
While the coach can name off several
players that come to mind as leaders on
the team, he didn’t shy away from the fact
that the quarterback is one of the team’s
most important leaders.
After all, Brohm knows a few things
about quarterback leadership. He backed
up Hall of Fame quarterback Steve Young
for a portion of his five-year career in the
National Football League and while in the
XFL in 2001, he was named first team AllXFL and owned the league's highest quarterback rating at 99.9.
Brohm is currently looking for the

Topper quarterbacks — Doughty, redshirt freshman Damarcus Smith, sophomore Nelson Fishback and freshman
Todd Porter — to step into that leadership role smoothly. But the question
now remains of who will earn the job
when WKU takes the field against Navy
on Saturday.
“I think all the quarterbacks know that
there’s competition,” Brohm said. “At
any time we could use any one of them.
They’re working hard to get better at not
only what they do well, but also what they
don’t do well, and I think they have to just
come in and do what they do best — take
care of the ball and lead us on touchdowns.”
Brohm and coach Bobby Petrino
want to work the offense around their
strengths. Petrino said each quarterback
brings a different skill set to the table, and
now the worry lies with which quarterback can operate best with the offense
already implemented.

“I did really think that it was good for
our football team,” Petrino said on all QBs
playing against Morgan State. “I thought
it was good for our quarterbacks and our
youth at the position and us trying to
learn more about how we operate our offense. I think the thing we really learned as
a staff is you play to your strengths, which
is our running backs and our O-line and
our ability to run the ball and get it to guys
that can make plays.”
As to who will start at quarterback
against Navy Saturday, no one knows.
Petrino said in his weekly teleconference
that he will evaluate things once again
and make the decision that best suits the
offense.
“We’re going to go into practice and
let them compete and work hard in
practice,” Petrino said. “I thought all
four of them did some good things,
but obviously they have a lot of work to
do and a lot of areas they can improve
upon.”
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Topper defense
looks to hold its
ground vs. Navy
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

Saturday will be the first time this year
Topper defensive players have faced a
team that runs the triple-option offense,
but it won’t be the first time they’ve practiced against it.
Even at the start of Fall Camp back in August, the defense has spent time preparing
to face Navy’s complicated run-based offense — referred to as the “triple-option”
offensive system.
“We’ve been preparing for this team
since spring practice,” defensive ends
coach L.D. Scott said after practice
Wednesday. “Our guys have been working
on it throughout the summer and we even
got a little bit of it in a couple of our other
practices.”
The triple-option is an offense that lives
on the ground. The quarterback throws
the ball occasionally, but is much more
likely to hand it off or pitch it to the running back if he doesn’t run with it himself.
Navy’s offense has thrived on the run
through the first two games of the year
— the Midshipmen average 298 rushing
yards per game, which ranks No. 1 in the
NCAA.
WKU, meanwhile, has given up 782
rushing yards this season — a mark that
averages out at 195.5 rushing yards per
game, a mark good for No. 95 in the nation.
Senior linebacker Chuck Franks said
the Toppers can make a difference on
defense this game if they stay focused
on the roles they’ve worked on in practice.
“We got to be disciplined,” Franks said.
“Everybody has to do their job and make

the plays they’re supposed to make and
stay 100 percent to our assignments.”
Junior cornerback Cam Thomas said he
thinks the defense has done a good job in
practice preparing for Navy’s unique attack.
“We feel like we have it down pat and
everybody’s in the right places,” Thomas
said after practice Wednesday. “It’s going
to work out well.”
Some of the more experienced Toppers
have the advantage of having seen Navy’s
offense before.
WKU last faced the Midshipmen on
Sept. 10, 2011. WKU, on its way to a 7-5
season, lost that game 40-14.
Thomas was a redshirt freshman that
season. He said the WKU defense has
looked at tape from that game to prepare
for this year’s contest.
“We watched some film from two years
ago and saw how we worked on and
defeated the cut blocks and things like
that,” he said. “I think we’ve done a better job of preparing this year to face the
cut blocks and watch the play-actions
and things like that.”
Franks was a redshirt sophomore in
2011 — the Navy game was the first game
he had played in a regular season game
since 2009.
He said the Toppers that played in that
game that are still on the team should
benefit from the experience.
“It definitely helps that we’ve had
game experience against these guys,”
Franks said Wednesday. “We know
what to expect. We know that it’s going to be a lot of cut blocking and we
know that we’ve got to run around and
make plays and do what we’re coached
to do.”

Sophomore defensive back Prince Charles Iworah piles atop fellow Toppers, sophomore
linebacker Daqual Randall and freshman linebacker Kalvin Robinson, while tackling Morgan State running back, Tracy Martin. WKU defeated Morgan State last Saturday night,
58-17. RAE EMARY/HERALD
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WKU through four weeks
Individual

Team
2012

2013

2012
K. Jakes,
806 yards

Leading
quarterback

B. Doughty,
830 yards

A. Andrews,
327 yards

Leading
rusher

A. Andrews,
545 yards

A. Andrews,
221 yards

Leading
receiver

W. McNeal,
207 yards

X. Boyd,
30 tackles

Leading
tackler

X. Boyd,
45 tackles

J. Dowling,
4

Most
interceptions

3 players
with 1

3-1

Record

2-2

881

Passing
yards

988

822
8

Rushing
yards
Passing
touchdowns

907
5

8

Rushing
touchdowns

12

4

Picks

10

11

Sacks

9

2013

Football Schedule
Sept. 28
WKU vs. Navy
Smith Stadium, 1 p.m.

Oct. 3
Oct. 15
Oct. 26
WKU at
WKU vs.
WKU vs. Troy
Louisiana-Monroe Louisiana-Lafayette
Smith Stadium, 3 p.m.
Monroe, La., 6:30 p.m. Smith Stadium, 7 p.m.

Nov. 2
WKU at
Georgia State
Atlanta, 12 p.m.

Nov. 9
WKU at Army
West Point, N.Y.,
11 a.m.

Nov. 23
Nov. 30
WKU at Texas State
WKU vs.
San Marcos, Texas,
Arkansas State
6 p.m.
Smith Stadium, 3 p.m.
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COLUMN

Consistency is key
against Navy attack
BY LUCAS AULBACH
SPORTS@WKUHERALD.COM

start the year, WKU hit a brick wall against
Tennessee the next week. The Toppers
dropped their next contest, a stunner to
The WKU football team and the WKU South Alabama, before roasting Morgan
quarterback situation have something in State at their Smith Stadium opener last
common — they could both use a little Saturday.
consistency.
The Toppers haven’t looked like the
At his weekly press conference Mon- same team in any of their four contests so
day, coach Bobby Petrino said he was far this year. That’s going to have to change
looking for his starting quarterback (or as they close out their non-conference
quarterbacks) to be consistent moving schedule — after Saturday’s game against
forward. Last week was an inconNavy, Army is the only team out
sistent game at the position, as all
of the Sun Belt Conference left on
four WKU passers saw time, but a
WKU’s schedule.
blowout opportunity against an
The Midshipmen will bring with
FCS opponent gave the Toppers
them an attack unlike anything the
a chance to see what they had in
Toppers have faced this year. The
all four guys. The team is going to
triple-option is designed to tear
have to get more consistent at the
teams up on the ground, and WKU
position going forward.
has had trouble stopping the run
AULBACH
The entire team could look at
at times this year — running the
WKU’s starting quarterback quan- Sports editor ball was how Tennessee was able
dary and take the lesson from it —
to suck the air out of any attempt
for the Toppers to achieve their lofty pre- at a comeback in the second half when
season goals, they are going to have start the two teams played earlier this month,
playing up to their potential in each game. and Navy can run the ground attack betWKU had a problem with staying con- ter than the Volunteers could.
sistent last year, too. In 2012, the TopSaturday stands as an important test
pers rushed out to a 5-1 start, including a for WKU. The Topper defense needs to
program-defining win in Lexington over prove it can stand up to one of the top
Kentucky, before hitting a wall halfway rushing attacks in the country while the
through the year — that team finished offense will have to show it can be effecthe regular season 7-5 and lost to Central tive against FBS competition no matter
Michigan in the postseason.
who the coaching staff chooses to start at
It’s hard to tell what the Toppers could quarterback.
do with a little momentum this year —
A win could be an important tonethey haven’t had any yet.
setter for the Toppers as they prepare for
After scoring a big win over Kentucky to their final season in the Sun Belt.

Follow the game on Twitter at @WKUHeraldSports
and @Lucas AulbachCHH

Download the
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Game One — A 35-26 win over Kentucky in Nashville left sophomore wide receiver Stephon Brown and others dancing after the game. Junior quarterback Brandon Doughty
threw for 271 yards and a touchdown while the Topper running backs combined for four
rushing touchdowns. SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Game Two — Interceptions such as this one by Tennessee defensive back Justin Coleman were the story of the game as the Toppers committed seven turnovers on their way
to a 52-20 loss in Knoxville. Doughty threw five interceptions, including a pair of picksixes in the first quarter. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Game Three — The Toppers let a seemingly easy win over South Alabama fall through
their fingers as WKU fell to the Jaguars on the road 31-24. Doughty threw for 282 yards
and three touchdowns, but three interceptions, including one with about two minutes
to go, doomed WKU. JEFF BROWN/HERALD

Game Four — WKU rode on the back of senior running back Antonio Andrews as the
team got back to winning ways in its Smith Stadium opener, a 58-17 win over Morgan
State. Andrews set a school record with five rushing touchdowns as he ran for 213 yards,
while the Toppers let four quarterbacks see the field. BRIAN POWERS/HERALD
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